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Bumper catch 
Appreciable catches of the oil 
sardine Sardinella longiceps 
estimated at 2 tonnes each were 
landed on 6 and 20 September 
by 2 trawlers operating off Palk 
Bay. On 20th, an estimated 
catch of 3 tonnes of the species 
were caught by the gillnets ope-
rated by 50 country crafts in 
the Palk Bay. 
In the 2nd week of November 
heavy catch of oil sardine Sardi 
nella longiceps was landed 
by small mechanised vessels 
operating trawl nets from Thon-
di on the Palk Bay. On 5 No-
vember one of the vessels land-
ed an estimated catch of 2 ton-
nes. On 9th November more 
than a tonne of oil sardine were 
landed at Solaikudi. The fish 
was caught from a depth of 13-
14 m and the principal size 
group was 140-175 mm. This 
size was reported unusual in this 
area. Due to inadequate facili-
:ies for preservation and subse-
quent disposal, the catch was 
mostly thrown back to the sea. 
In the third week of November 
heavy catch of oil sardine (4.7 
tonnes) Sardinella longiceps 
was landed by trawlers operat-
ing at Rameswaram Verkottu 
Mechanised centre. The size was 
ranging from 138 to 197 mm. 
As there was no demand for 
fresh fish, all the catch was sun-
dried for utilising as fish meal. 
Appreciable catch of Stole-
phorus sp. amounting to 1.8 to 
5 t per unit was landed by the 
shoreseines operated during 
night at the fish landing centre 
at Dhanushkodi. The fishes were 
sun dried and marketed at cost 
of Rs. 1000/- par 120 kg. 
CMFRI Scientists achieve 
successful spawning of edible 
oyster. 
During the quarter year of 
September 1989 four successful 
spawnings of edible oyster 
C. madrasensis, were achieved 
in the Shellfish Hatchery Labora-
tory at Tuticorin. In one of the 
spawnings that occurred on 25 
August a total of 7.5 million lar-
vae resulted. The spat settle-
ment occurred in the hatchery 
giving 1.7 mill ion spat and the 
survival rate was 22.8%. This is 
one of the very successful expe-
riments in the seed production 
of edible oyster, resulting in in-
tensive spat settlement. 
Progress in seed production of 
Molluscs 
There was successful spawn-
ing and seed production of the 
edible oyster, pearl oyster and 
clams at Tuticorin. 59,000 hat-
chery produced pearl oyster 
seeds were transported to the 
Farm and 25,000 seeds of 2 - 2.5 
mm length were sea ranched in 
the pearl beds off Tuticorin. 4 
lakh seeds of the clam (average 
length of 1.1 mm) P. malabarica 
were produced in the hatchery. 
4500 edible oyster seeds, 1500 
seeds set on eight rens and 1150 
pearl oyster spats were supplied 
to Gujarat State Fisheries De-
partment and 500 kg shucked 
edible oyster meat to Integrated 
Fisheries Project, Cochin. 
Extension programme 
A three day training program-
me on Fish Processing was orga-
nised at Kandakkadavu as a part 
of the research project, planned 
change in a Coastal village — 
Model for a First-line Extension 
Programme. Twenty selected 
women of the locality participa-
ted in the programme. 
Training in making fish pickle 
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